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Week 2 — Rooted in Dependence

Focal Passage: John 15:4–7 (NIV)
“Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in 
the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.”

Sermon Title: Rooted in Dependence

Sermon Summary:
Jesus taught His disciples that their strength comes from abiding in Him. The branch doesn’t produce fruit on its own—it simply stays connected to the source of life. Prayer is how believers stay linked to that source. Dependence is not weakness; it’s obedience. The world measures strength by independence, but Jesus defines it by dependency on His presence. When you remain connected through prayer, His life flows through you. The result is lasting fruit and true peace.

Personal Reflection:
1. In what ways did the message speak to you? 
2. Where do you see yourself relying more on self than on Christ?
3. How does prayer remind you of your dependence on God?
4. Why do you think Jesus emphasized” apart from Me you can do nothing”?
5. What happens in your life when your connection with Him weakens?
6. Who have you seen model true dependence on the Lord?
7. What does daily “abiding” look like in your schedule?
8. How might slowing down draw you closer to God this week?
9. Which area of weakness is God inviting you to trust Him with?
10. What difference would it make if you trusted God completely in one area this week?

Monday — Learning to Depend
John 15:4–5
Jesus compared our spiritual life to a vine and its branch. A branch doesn’t survive by trying harder; it lives by staying attached. Separation always leads to weakness. Staying connected allows you to live by His power, not your own. Every time you pray, you are confessing that you need Him. Ask Jesus to keep you humble and dependent today.

Tuesday — Trust More, Strive Less
Proverbs 3:5–6
We often lean on our ability to plan, fix, and understand. But Scripture tells us to trust the Lord with all our heart and not depend on our own understanding. That’s a hard lesson for independent people. Faith rests when reason runs out. Dependence means acknowledging that God sees what you can’t. Pray, “Lord, teach me to trust You even when I don’t understand what You’re doing.”

Wednesday — Dependence on Daily Bread
Matthew 6:11
Jesus taught us to ask for “daily bread.” He did not say weekly or monthly bread—just enough for today. God wants to remind us daily that we need Him. Dependence builds a relationship while independence breeds distance. Each time you stop to pray for your needs, you give Him access to shape your heart and your priorities.

Thursday — His Strength in Weakness
2 Corinthians 12:9–10
When Paul prayed for his thorn to be removed, God said, “My grace is sufficient for you.” Paul learned to rejoice in his weakness because that’s where Christ’s strength showed up. Dependence means embracing limitation so His power can shine brighter. Admit where you are weak and ask God to display His strength through it.

Friday — Abiding Over Activity
Psalm 127:1–2
“Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in vain.” Effort without God’s presence leads to exhaustion. Resting in His leadership takes faith, but it’s the only way to build something that lasts. Resist the urge to measure your day by how much you produce. Measure it by how well you stayed connected to the Lord.

Saturday — Fruit That Remains
John 15:7–8
Jesus said abiding produces prayer that aligns with His will—and fruit that lasts. Dependency is not inactivity; it’s a partnership with His purpose. When you stay close, His desires become yours. As you end this week, ask which prayers are born of control and which flow from connection. Pray for lasting fruit that glorifies Him.

Which verse this week speaks most clearly to you?


· “An abiding believer produces lasting fruit because daily dependence keeps them connected to the source of life. 

· “If God’s will fills your mind, God’s will shapes your prayers.” 


Prayer for the Week
“Lord Jesus, teach me to rely on You in everything. Help me rest instead of striving. Keep me connected to You in prayer so Your life flows through mine. Grow lasting fruit from my dependence and let my confidence rest in Your strength alone. Amen.”
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